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Editorial

How useful is TEXT?

It is always interesting to look at the cPanel stats provided by our excellent webhost,
Netregistry. They show, for example, that ten years ago, in October 2008, TEXT had 2397
unique visitors who accessed on average 3.2 pages (i.e. 3 articles) in the month.

Ten years later, in October 2018 (which still has five days to run as I download these figures),
TEXT had 6946 unique visitors who accessed on average 3.5 articles this month — and that’s
before the new issue has been announced.

In 2008 we thought TEXT was doing well and highly valued in its international community.
In the last decade its usefulness has increased threefold.

The statistics for 2018 so far are shown in this graph:

Monthly history
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Unigue Mumber of 5
el visitors visits Al

Jan 2018 12,458 15,606 27,791 81,671 7.52 GB
Feb 20158 11,570 17,423 30,467 53,667 7.15 GB
Mar 2013 10,611 17,806 45,680 77,398 5.02 GB
Apr 2018 G240 15,4595 25,6821 50,305 8.47 GB
May 2018 10,139 18,158 28,701 65,286 12.88 GB
Jun 2018 d,401 15,839 25,910 556,962 9.11 GB
Jul 2018 8,246 15,567 28,281 49,165 8.48 GB
Aug 2018 7,216 14,360 26,089 45,782 5.4% GB
Sep 2018 6,607 13,959 25,020 44,695 5.88 GB
Oct 2018 6,946 14,474 24,500 44,470 7.33 GB
Mowv 2018 0 0 0 o 0
Dec 20138 0 o) 0 o 0
Total 91,434 163,691 292,060 549,401 83.74 GB

© Copyright of this graph: Netregistry. (Robot activity and similar has been eliminated from graph results.)

These stats indicate, unsurprisingly, that we do more research during the New Year break,
before teaching takes over for the academic year. Around May there is a spike equivalent to
our New Year involvement due to interest in the new issue at the end of April.

So, who are these ‘unique visitors’? Where do they come from?

The graph for this month (up to 26 October 2018) shows that Australians are the biggest
users of TEXT, with the US, UK, Germany, New Zealand, China and South Korea also keen
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visitors. Many aspects of the following stats are notable. For example, the US is a greater
contributor to TEXT traffic than the UK and New Zealand combined, using TEXT one-half to
one-third as much as Australians, but clearly population difference has an effect. The number
of Chinese and South Korean visits, however, is not so readily explained.
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The webhost also tracks the download of pdf articles from the TEXT site, thus recording a
significant aspect of usage of the Special Issues series. So far this month, the following have
been well utilized.

Downloads (Top 10)
Downloads: 822

fepeciss/issuel 3/ Pace.pdf
Jepecizs/izssueld/McNamara. pdf
[speciss/issue37/Redhead.pdf
[speciss/issueld/Holmes.pdf
[epecizs/izssue3 7 Rolls. pdf
Jepecizs/izsued/Adams.pdf
[speciss/issueld/Cruz. pdf
fepeciss/issued/Gibson. pdf

Jepecizs/izzuelsd/Millard. pdf

=zl =200 ==

[speciss/issue38 Anae.pdf

© Copyright of this graph: Netregistry. (Robot activity and similar has been eliminated from graph results.)

Of interest here is the fact that Special Issues from six years ago, and older, continue to be
accessed at a high rate. The TEXT Special Issues archive is an ongoing resource for scholars.

Copy and paste of regular articles cannot be traced as can pdf downloads, but the following
graph shows the most visited pages in TEXT this month. Again, articles from a long while
back (up to 20 years old) are still in significant currency:
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Pages-URL (Top 25) - Fulllist - Eni
1,123 different pages-url

! 6,457 12.80 KB
findex.htm 608 15.45 KB
fapril05/gibbs. htm 556 41,51 KB
[speciss/issue2 B/ content.htm 332 5,79 KB

[speciss/issuedd/content.htm 356 722 KB

Soct10/ricketson.htm 258 49.60 KB
JSapril05/freiman. htm 252 64.78 KB
Jzpecizs/izsued/milechschilo.htm 238 52.24 KB
Sapnl9s/prosser.htm 237 7.51 KB

Japril13/disney. htm 231 35.89 KB
Sapnl00/gutkind. htm 228 41.48 KB
Jspeciss/izsues/edmeond.htm 212 26.69 KB
JSaprilo2/krauth.htm 204 59.51 KB
Snext.htm 158 2,02 KB

Sapril02/brien.hitm 131 27.85 KB
Sback.htrm 176 13.43 KB
Sapnli17/trofimova.htm 163 63.43 KB
JSapril08/murphy_neilzen.htm 162 110.34 KB
Joctl2/sturm.htm 159 78.72 KB
fapnl03/webb.htm 148 47.98 KB
[speciss/index.htm 148 17.35 KB
Sreferee.htm 140 37.51 KB
Joct0S/les.htm 129 66.12 KB
Sfoct02/freiman.htm 125 52.26 KB
Sapril0d/aveling. htm 123 44,99 KB
Others 12,419 33.23 KB
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What do these stats tell us? They indicate that TEXT continues to be a major player in the
publishing of international creative writing research, and a major contributor to the ongoing
development of the Creative Writing discipline.

—Nigel Krauth

Scholarly contributions to the general edition of TEXT Vol 22, No 2 include the second part
of a ground-breaking article by Paul Collis and Jen Crawford on approaches to indigenous
storytelling in the Creative Writing teaching and learning space. ‘Six groundings for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander story in the Creative Writing classroom: Part 2° furthers
the authors’ case for the acknowledgement and presence of Australian indigenous storytelling
in the Creative Writing discipline using an inclusive approach pioneered at the University of
Canberra. Together with Part 1, this work provides Creative Writing teachers and academics
across Australia with a method and a framework for inviting Australian indigenous story into
the discussion and into the collective creative writing studio or workshop. Part 1 of Collis and
Crawford’s article was published in TEXT Vol 21, No 2 (October 2017).

Michael Cawood Green’s ‘Reflection and reflexivity: The archive and the creative process’
makes a convincing case for meta-fictional devices as a legitimate form of practice research
methodology, particularly in the context of the research structures and processes required of
the higher education sector in the UK. Green’s article is a sophisticated argument that
artfully incorporates excerpts from his own work-in-progress. Maya Rasker’s ‘A writer’s
oscillations: The beginning as mediating space between origin and destination’ also
incorporates excerpts from the author’s fiction, in this case to problematise the notion of the
beginning, drawing on Derrida, Barthes and Foucault. This is an article both poetically
discursive and deeply scholarly: a rare achievement and a rewarding read.

Elsewhere in this edition, Ronnie Scott and Elizabeth McFarlane contribute to the scholarship
of literary adaptation studies, and to comics studies, with reference to the remarkable
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Australian graphic novel, The Long Weekend in Alice Spring. Alayna Cole sheds light on the
queering of fairy tale studies, particularly in relation to recent young-adult fiction, and Jessica
Seymour offers useful insights into the podcast/audio format or medium, also a relatively
new field of research. Rachel Hennessey addresses the vexed question of appropriation while
also asking how emergent writers might ‘find their own voice.” Her call for the emergent
writer ‘to get beyond the voices of doubt, to give themselves permission to write the rubbishy
first draft, to stop comparing themselves to the “greats” of literature and value their own
production’ will strike a chord with many.

We hope TEXT readers enjoy the wide-ranging nature of the contributions to this edition.

—Julienne van Loon and Ross Watkins
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